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Department’s Summer Road 
Safety Campaign a Success

Listen to the Department’s 
show on Gagasi 99.5 fm 

                         Thursday                                                                                            
                       6-7 pm   

Ukhozi FM’s Transport Ibandla 

    Tuesdays 8-9 pm

    To phone in call 
    089 310 9193  

LISTEN TO OUR TRANSPORT RADIO 
PROGRAMMES

MEC for Transport, Community Safety and Liaison, Bheki Cele (right) explains to MEC for 
Economic Development Zweli Mkhize (left) about the road safety campaign offcially launched 
during the festive season in Park Rynie.  The fatality rate on  our roads went down this year. 

Development at 
Nsongweni to 
drastically improve 
lives
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Mobile Brake 
Inspection Facility 
Innovation
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MEC Cele’s 
teaching skills 
come in handy 
when he talks road 
safety to holiday 
makers who are 
vulnerable on the 
road. In the 
picture, the MEC 
addresses people 
at the Sodwana 
Bay beach festival. 
Page 4

If you 
drink and drive

you are 
a bloody idiot



2 ‘Defending the Weak’
RTI & ROAD SAFETY

The KZN Department 
of Transport continues 
to be innovative in 
its efforts to reduce 

road accidents as a result of 
unroadworthy vehicles.  The 
Department has recently launched 
the brake roller tester, which is 
the very first mobile inspection 
facility in Africa.

The acquisition of this 
equipment is a result of extensive 
research and a study tour of best 
practices in the world undertaken 
by the Department, which resulted 
in identifying the advanced 
technology from London.  It was 
subsequently purchased from 
Australia at the cost of R1,7 
million after it was re-designed 
and manufactured to suit South 
Africa’s unique conditions.

The mobile inspection facility 
will allow law enforcement 
officers to detect, prosecute and 
suspend vehicles found to be 
unroadworthy for offenses such 
as defective brakes, steering 
and suspension components 
anywhere in the Province, 
without necessitating the vehicle 

being driven to the nearest testing 
station.

The support vehicle also has 
3G connectivity to the eNaTIS 
system allowing operators to 
access information on the vehicle 
being tested, its history and 
owner particulars.  This particular 
machine complies fully with all 
relevant South African legislation, 
and is maintained and calibrated 
by a local company.

The brake roller tester is 
completely mobile, fully self-
contained and can be quickly set up 
on any level surface.  Aluminum 
ramps are used for vehicle access. 
The VIS-Check tests vehicle 
brake force, brake balance and can 
determine braking performance 
and efficiency and axle weight 
among others.  All data can be 
downloaded to a Windows-based 
computer and stored in a database 
for further analysis, while all 
other undercarriage components 
can be quickly inspected.

Speaking during the launch 
of the brake roller tester, MEC 
for Transport, Community Safety 
and Liaison, Bheki Cele said that 

his Department is aware of some 
unscrupulous public transport 
operators who make use of routes 
that are some distance away 
from inspection facilities in the 

hope that this will allow their 
unroadworthy vehicles to remain 
on the road.

“As the Department of 
Transport, we are of the strong 

belief that this mobile testing 
facility will effectively and 
decisively end such practices once 
and for all,” Cele concluded.

Mobile Brake 
Inspection Facility Innovation

Above is a taxi that was captured whilst undergoing the brake testing process. This mobile brake testing machine was offically presented by MEC 
for Transport Bheki Cele during the road safety campaign this festive season.   
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ROAD SAFETY  

Thanks to the KZN 
Department of 
Transport’s road 
safety strategies, 
K w a Z u l u - N a t a l 

saw the reduction of fatalities 
on the roads during the 2008
festive season.  According to 
statistics released by the National 
Department of Transport, there 
has been a decrease compared to 
2007/8 holidays.

This achievement has been 
attributed to a number of 
strategies, including increased 
law enforcement visibility and 
other road safety measures, which 
were implemented throughout the 
festive period towards ensuring 
that the Department’s “100% 
COMPLIANCE” policy is fully 
implemented.

The number of road deaths in the 
province during the festive season 
stood at 290, whereas 353 people 
died in 2007/8 during the same 
period.  These fatalities included 
54 drivers, 117 passengers and 
119 pedestrians. Last year, 70 
drivers, 109 passengers and 174 
pedestrians died during the same 

period.
Meanwhile, MEC for Transport, 

Community Safety and Liaison, 
Bheki Cele has reiterated his 
call to public transport operators 
in general, but particularly to 
minibus taxi operators and Luxury 
Long Distance Operators, not to 
put profit above the lives of their 
passengers.  This follows a major 
crackdown as part of Operation 
Thath’ Iskorokoro where 356 
vehicles were suspended for 
unroadworthiness of which 179 
were buses and 177 minibus taxis. 
Seven buses and 46 minibus taxis 
were impounded for permit related 
case.

“During the second weekend 
of December alone, we lost  28 
people due to driver negligence 
and mechanical error.  These 
people were involved in crashes 
that included a bus belonging to 
SA Roadlink which brutally killed  
11 people on the N2 Hibberdine.

“It is clearly evident that whilst 
government will continue to do 
everything possible to prevent road 
deaths, road safety still remains 
everybody’s responsibility.  

Unless we take personal and 
collective responsibility for our 
own safety on our roads, we will 
not win the battle against road 
carnage.  One death is too many!  
It is, therefore, high time that each 
and every one of us enlists as a road 
safety activist.  We must join hands 
and make a concerted effort to put 
an end to these senseless killings 

on our roads,” said Cele.
The  multi disciplinary 

roadblocks supported by 
technology and booze buses 
have proved to be a very efficient 
and cost-effective enforcement 
measure in the province.  Apart 
from alcohol and drunken drivers, 
these roadblocks have produced 
illegal drugs, stolen goods, illegal 

foreign persons, wanted criminals 
and unlicensed drivers.

As part of the road safety 
campaign, the visits to taverns, 
festivals and beaches under 
“Operation Just Do Right” 
featuring prominent radio 
personalities as Transport 
Ambassadors have yielded good 
results.

Road fatalities drop in 
KZN during Summer 

Holidays

Above:  RTI member points at defective steering and brakes of 
a taxi.  Right: MECs Mkhize and Cele meet commuters from the 
Eastern Cape who thanked the police for impounding an 
unroadworthy bus that put their lives in danger. This bus which 
the was spotted by the MEC Bheki Cele had plastic and selotape 
as a windscreen and the interior of the bus was in bad shape.   
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ROAD SAFETY

Pictures 1 & 2:
 MEC Bheki Cele addressing 
mourners at a funeral service 
of five people who died in 
accident involving a taxi in 
Ezingolweni, Port Shepstone. 

Picture 3: 
Six Buthelezi family  members 
lie in a row of coffins.  They 
were wiped out during the SA 
Roadlink  tragedy when one 
of its’ buses collided with their 
private vehicle recently. (see 
page 6) 

Picture 4: 
MEC Cele’s teaching skills 
come in handy when he talks 
road safety to holiday 
makers who are vulnerable on 
the road. In the picture, the 
MEC addresses people at the 
Sodwana Bay beach festival. 

Picture 5: 
The Department’s Road Safe-
ty  team joined matriculants 
from across the country in an 
annual celebration of the year 
end.
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Picture 1 & 2:
MEC Cele speaking with patrons at Max Tarven during his tavern 
visit in the month of December in Umlazi.  

Picture 3: 
MEC adressing patrons at Mabaleng Tavern at Fsection 
KwaMashu.

Picture 4: 
Road safety messages took centre stage during the annual Hazelmere 
Jazz festival recently.  
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Do you want to be safe on the road?

THEN DO NOT

• Drink and Drive
• Drive at a speed higher than the designated speed limit 
• Overload your vehicle
• Use a cellular phone without an approved hands free   
 kit whilst driving
• Drive without a valid driver’s license
• Board an overloaded taxi or bus

BUT DO 

• Rest every two hours or every 200km
• Be driven by a sober driver
• Wear your safety belt while driving
• Refuse to drive in a speeding taxi or bus
• Be driven by a licensed driver 
• Refuse to board an overloaded taxi or bus

STORY IN PICTURESSTORY IN PICTURES
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PUBLIC TRANSPORT

The taxi industry in 
KwaZulu Natal has 
commended the 
MEC for Transport, 
Community Safety and 

Liaison, Bheki Cele for his efforts to 
ensure that the industry becomes a 
better place for all.

The KwaZulu-Natal Taxi 
Council (Kwanataco) invited the 
MEC recently to its Annual General 
Meeting (AGM) in Durban to 
discuss the problems that they are 
facing and also highlighting the 
advancements that have been made 
in relation to their industry.  Cele 
was accompanied by Advocate 
Simo Chamane, who is General 
Manager for Public Transport.

South African National Taxi 
Council (SANTACO) president, 
Jabulani Mthembu, spoke of the 
good relationship between the taxi 
industry in KZN and with the KZN 
DOT, led by MEC Cele.  He praised 
the efforts of the MEC for helping to 

uplift the industry.
Mthembu spoke particularly 

about the industry’s concern with 
their relevance to the upcoming 
2010 FIFA World Cup.  However, he 
assured the MEC that only taxis that 
have been approved in line with the 
government’s taxi recapitalisation 
programme would be allowed to 
operate during this time.

He also said that special permits 
would be created for those involved 
in this project to enable them to 
cross taxi routes as the games will 
take place all across the country.

Addressing the meeting, the 
MEC highlighted the fact that the 
taxi industry needed to find stability.  
He stressed that it was impossible to 
make plans or to inject money into 
the public transport system until 
it was integrated and spoke with a 
unified voice.  

The MEC said that the the bus 
industry transports 20% of the 
country’s population, and that  it  

gets R600 million in subsidies from 
government, whereas the national 
treasurer is unable to subsidise the 
taxi industry due to the instability 
and disintegration that exists within 
the industry.  It is estimated that the 
taxi industry transports 65% of the 
population.

The MEC also disclosed that a 
growth fund exists that has reached 
R1 billion that is waiting for the taxi 
industry once they overcome their 
numerous problems.

Cele said: “The problem with 
the taxi industry is that you are 
not concerned with the passengers 
whereas there is no taxi industry 
without passengers, don’t forget 
that.”

He congratulated the industry on 
the apparent ceasefire, emphasising 
the importance of talking matters 
through rather than going to war 
evertytime they disagree on a 
matter.

Head of the KZN 
D e p a r t m e n t 
of Transport’s 
Public Transport 
Enforcement Unit 

(PTEU), Bonginhlanhla Alson 
Mkhwanazi, passed away recently.  
The news of the death of BA, as he 
was  affectionately known, came 
as a shock to all stakeholders in 
the Department, especially in the 
public transport sector.

Nkwali (his clan name) passed 
away on the 5th of January 2009
after a short illness.  He was buried 
on Sunday, the 11th  of January 
2009.

The funeral was attended 
by KZN MEC for Transport, 
Community Safety and Liaison, 
Bheki Cele, Transport Head, Chris 
Hlabisa, General Manager for 

Public Transport, Simo Chamane 
and KZN Director-General, Dr. 
Kwazi Mbanjwa.

During his speech, the MEC 
spoke of the importance of time and 
the need to accept what is meant to 
be at the time that it is meant to be.  
“Although we were not ready to 
lose Mkhwanazi, we have to accept 
that his time had come,” said Cele.  
He also offered the family his 
sincere condolences and offered a 
helping hand on behalf of the KZN 
DOT.

Mkhwanazi started his career in 
the Road Traffic Inspectorate (RTI) 
on the 1st July 1994 when he was 
appointed as a Provincial Inspector 
at RTI Mtubatuba.  He held this 
position for three years before 
being appointed to the Special 
Operations Group, which was a 
team that conducted specialized 

law enforcement functions.
In October 1998, Mkhwanazi 

was transferred to RTI Groutville 
and two years later was promoted 
to Principal Provincial Inspector at 
RTI Midway.  In August 2002 he was 
promoted to the Public Transport 
Enforcement Unit (PTEU).  He 
was a founding member of the 
enforcement unit, which is better 
known as ‘Shanela’.  In 2007,
Mkhwanazi was again promoted to 
Deputy Manager: PTEU and held 
this position until he passed on (5th 
January 2009).

He will be sadly missed by 
all and has left a significant gap 
in the church as he was a very 
active member according to the 
testimonials given at the memorial 
service and the funeral.  Mkhwanazi 
is survived by his wife, his three 
children, his father, his three 
brothers and one grandson.

Taxi bosses praise MEC’s efforts

“Shanela” loses its head

Members of the Public Transport Enforcement Unit(PTEU) pay their last respects to late leader  and 
head of PTEU BA Mkhwanazi. 

MEC Bheki Cele encouraged people to use non-motorized transport 
and  instead use bicycles.  The MEC has employed youths to use 
bicycles to  patrol roads that are infested with livestock to reduce 
accidents.

Above:
These pictures reflect the conditions the MEC Bheki Cele and 
transport officials are faced with on accident scenes due to accidents 
caused by unroadworthy vehicles and irresponsible drivers who do 
not adhere to the rules of the road.  In this particular incident which 
took place on the 16 December 2008 involved a SA Roadlink bus 
and a private vehicle  where eleven people died.  A family of six was 
wiped out during the accident who were travelling a private vehicle 
and five people in the bus also died.   MEC Bhei Cele is now chal-
lenging SA Roadlink in court due to the company’s alleged  “un-
roadworthiness” of its’ buses. 
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OPERATIONS

History was 
recorded in 
the lives of the 
community of 
N s o n g w e n i ,

KwaNongoma when the 
KZN MEC for Transport, 
Community Safety and 

Liaison, Bheki Cele recently 
turned the sod to mark the 
beginning of the construction 
of Nsongweni Road and the 
Nsonyane Bridge.

This comes after a recent 
fact-finding mission Cele 
commissioned in the area 

where he discovered that 
when both the Nsonyane and 
Bululwane Rivers are full the 
area becomes an island and 
people are prevented from 
getting to work or school.

The estimated cost of the 
project is approximately R6,7 

million. The construction 
work will involve a substantial 
financial injection into the area 
with job opportunities being 
created for locals.

This is in addition to the 
R1,5 billion the Department 
has invested in Zululand to 
deal with service delivery 
challenges.  Zululand is one of 
the areas in the province that 
have been declared as a priority 
area for service delivery.

Speaking to the mass 
audience  who had gathered 
at Falaza High School sports 
ground in Nongoma, Cele 
said that the current financial 
year is dedicated to Operation 
KuShunquthuli.  This operation 
is about road infrastructure 
development, in particular the 
building of access roads, and 
the construction of pedestrian 
bridges and vehicle bridges, in 
rural areas.

“We know that as a 
country, our focus is on the 
transport system for 2010.  
But as the KZN Department 
of Transport we want to 
ensure that while our focus 
is on 2010 and beyond, we 
continue to provide transport 
infrastructure to our rural 
communities who may not 
be affected directly by 2010
projects.”

“Therefore we dedicated 
a meaningful portion of 
our budget to areas such as 
Nongoma, where people still 
travel kilometres on foot to 
the nearest clinic, hospital, 
school, or pension payout.  
We say as government that 
we cannot allow a situation 
where teachers and learners 

have to undress everyday to 
cross rivers to school,” the 
MEC said.

Dignitaries that included 
his Majesty King Goodwill 
Zwelithini Zulu, the MEC for 
Social Development, Meshack 
Radebe, and ANC Provincial 
Secretary, Senzo Mchunu, 
attended the ceremony.

The King commended 
the Department and the 
provincial government for the 
infrastructure development 
that has created entrepreneurs 
and job opportunities for local 
people.  “We can’t say we have 
government if we do not see 
development in rural areas.  But 
I want to strongly condemn 
the way the MEC was treated 
the last time he came to bring 
development here.  That was 
disrespectful and that’s not how 
you must behave in front of your 
leaders,” said his Majesty.

The King was referring to a 
previous incident where a group 
of people wrongly accused the 
MEC of coming to the area to 
score political points, and tried 
to chase him away.  However, 
such accusations are without 
merit since Cele has always 
reiterated that a democratically 
elected government has an 
obligation to serve all the 
people irrespective of which 
political party they belong to.
“People have a constitutional 
right to service delivery.  Even 
if, for their own reasons, they 
did not vote for the party that 
is running government, they 
have a right to a better life,” 
he emphasised.

“Imisebenzi Iyabonakala”

ANC leaders went on house to house visits in Nongoma which resulted in the community of Nsongweni 
receiving a road and a bridge as seen in the above picture, MEC Bheki Cele and ANC  Secretary for the 
province (in a white shirt, on right hand side) officiating the 
sod turning.

More than 15 
000 people 
g a t h e r e d  
in Ulundi 
to witness 

the launch of “Imisebenzi 
Iyabonakala, Sibuyisela 
Okwabantu Kubantu.”  This 
event showcased a spate of 
departmental programmes and 
projects aimed at changing the 
lives of the people of KwaZulu-
Natal for the better.  Amongst 
those showcased were the sod 
turnings and official openings 
of access roads and pedestrian 
bridges all over the province 

aimed at  increasing the mobility 
of citizens.

Speaking at the event, MEC 
for Transport, Community 
Safety and Liaison, Bheki Cele 
said:  “We continue to ensure that 
we integrate our road planning 
network so that communities in 
deep rural areas have access to 
clinics, schools, hospitals and 
other services.  We also ensure that 
the public transport we manage is 
user-friendly, accessible, safe, 
affordable and ultimately of benefit 
to the men and women of not only 
Durban North or uMlazi, but also 
to the men and women at uMsinga, 

oPhongolo, eMahlabathini, etc.”
“It is against this background 

therefore that our people who were 
previously disadvantaged are now 
on record giving testimony that 
indeed, we do follow-up on our 
commitments.  Indeed, imisebenzi 
iyabonakala,” he said.

The KZN Department of 
Transport is well recognized for its 
innovative programmes. Initiatives 
such as Zibambele, Asiphephe, 
Siyazenzela and others, have been 
rolled out to local municipalities 
and nationally, with Zibambele 
being recognized as the best 
practice model for Expanded Public 
Works Programmes (EPWP) Now 

the Department is rolling out the 
Road Monitor Programme, which 
seeks to address the traffic hazards 
caused by livestock on provincial 
roads, and has a dual benefit of 
dealing with the challenge of 
unemployment and thus poverty 
alleviation.

All this is done in the interest  
of a better life for all, despite their 
political party affiliations.  At the 
event, the MEC took the opportunity 
to speak out against those who 
force members of the community to 
produce political party membership 
cards before they can be considered 
for employment on development 
projects paid for by government.  

He warned that communities 
should not allow themselves to be 
manipulated by politicians who 
use people’s weakness for their 
political gain, saying that this is 
cheap politics.  Cele affirmed his 
stance that the responsibility of the 
democratic government is to serve 
all the people irrespective of which 
political party they belong to.

However, Cele says that a 
better life will not just float in on  
a foundation-less space.  “It is 
based on certain fundamentals and 
preconditions.  Preconditions for a 
better life include peace, democracy 
and development,” he concluded.

Development at Nsongweni to 
drastically improve lives
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In 2004, the government 
made a contract with the 
people by promising to 
defend the weak.  The KZN 
Department of Transport 

has geared all of its programmes 
to achieve precisely this goal.
To this end, the community of 
Nkungumathe at Inkandla is 
bears testimony to the fact that 
in this Department, action speaks 
louder than words.  This follows 
the recent sod turning by the KZN 
MEC for Transport, Community 
Safety and Liaison, Bheki Cele 
for the construction of the 
Nkungumathe Access Road that 
will require two bridges over the 
Imbizo River and the Umhlathuze 
River.

The estimated cost of the 
project, including a 5 km access 
road and the two bridges, is 
approximated at R35 million.  The 
construction work will involve a 
substantial financial injection into 
the area with job opportunities 

being created for locals.
Inkandla is one of the areas 

in the province that has been 
declared a priority area for service 
delivery due to the high rate of 
poverty and unemployment.  It 
is on that score that the KZN 
Department of Transport has 
invested R1,9 billion to deal 
with service delivery challenges 
in the Uthungulu District, which 
includes the Inkandla area.

Addressing the masses during 
the sod turning ceremony, MEC 
Cele said that his Department 
has and continues to ensure that 
it integrates road planning so that 
communities in deep rural areas 
have access to schools, clinics, 
hospitals and other services.

“It is against this background 
therefore that our people who were 
previously disadvantaged are now 
on record giving testimony that 
indeed, we do follow-up on our 
commitments.  Indeed, imisebenzi 
iyabonakala,” he said.

As part of its social 
responsibility program, the 
Department is transporting 
technology to schools to 
improve the administrative 
and technological capacity of 
previously disadvantaged schools 
in this province with a specific 
focus on rural schools.

During this event, computers 
were presented to the previously 
disadvantaged schools of 
Inkandla. This highlights the 
Government’s commitment to 
improve, advance and develop 
our schools so that South Africa 
can attain a world-class education 
system.

“I must emphasise that while 
our mandate as the Department of 
Transport is that of building roads 
and ensuring the safety of road 
users we also recognize the fact 
that information too needs to be 
transported not only on the roads we 
build but also through the computers 
we donate,” Cele said in the presence 

of education stakeholders who were 
part of the audience.

He encouraged both teachers and 
students to look after the computers 
and use them effectively. “I appeal 
to all teachers, students, parents 

and members of Governing Bodies 
present here today to devise some 
means of protecting these computers 
and indeed all school resources 
because criminals are never on 
holiday,” he concluded.

In an effort to nurture and 
take care of the students 
who have received 
departmental bursaries, 
the KZN Department 

of Transport recently held 
a workshop to interact with 
and motivate those who are 
receiving sponsorship from the 
Department.

The purpose of the workshop 
was to check on progress made 
by the students, to highlight 
what is expected of them and 
to discuss any concerns that 
they might have regarding their 
bursaries or matters relating to 
their educational activities.  The 
students were hosted by the 
MEC for Transport, Community 
Safety and Liaison, Bheki Cele, 
Transport Head, Chris Hlabisa, 
Human Resources Manager, 
Cindy Zwane and Senior General 
Manager for Corporate Services, 
Vicky Cunliffe. 

In his motivation, Cele warned 
the students about the dangers of 
alcohol.  He told them that the 
problem with alcohol was that it 
does not tell you when you have 
crossed the line.  “If you drink, 
you must know that you are living 
on a knife’s edge because you’ll 
never know when you’ve crossed 
the line,” he warned.

He said his Department is 
tasked with the responsibility 
of taking care of millions of 
people and that they cannot be 
responsible for individuals, and 
therefore each person must take 
responsibility for themselves and 
their actions.

Crediting the MEC for 
substantially increasing the 
number of bursaries given by 
the Department to engineering 
students, Hlabisa said that the 
idea of identifying the students’ 
talents and nurturing them was an 
investment and that it was in the 
students’ best interest to perform 
well.

“Engineering is the cornerstone 
of our economy, scarce skills are 
very important in the continued 
growth of the country’s economy.  
South Africa produces 250 
engineers per year, compared to 
thousands in other countries,” 
said Hlabisa.

Speaking as the Manager 
responsible for the bursary 
programme, Zwane told the 
students to keep the Department 
updated on their academic 
activities at all times, submit their 
results and ensure that they pass 
their courses/modules.

“You have been given 
everything to ensure that you have 
no worries, everything is paid for 
so you have no excuses not to 
perform well,” said Zwane.

The MEC, himself formerly a 
teacher by profession, implored 
the students not to forget their 
humble beginnings once they 
complete their studies.  He urged 
them to work for the people:  “I 
am requesting that you come 
and serve the people, the same 
people who have educated you.  
Remember that those who forget 
their roots, have no future, and 
there is no great story without a 
history”.

Two bright young 
students are now 
ready to take on the 
civil engineering 
industry after having 

completed  their  in-service   
training at the Department of 
Transport.  Nomfundo Gumede 
and Thembisile Jili are among 
a group of students who have 
successfully completed the 
year-long programme, which is 
specifically designed to groom 
young civil engineering students. 
Both these young ladies studied 
at the Mangosuthu University of 
Technology.

The two students had reasons 
of their own for joining the 
traditionally male-dominated 
industry.  Thembisile’s decision 
to take on the industry was 

an emotional one.  Having 
travelled between Ixopo and 
Pietermaritzburg as a youngster, 
she noticed the huge differences 
in development and infrastructure 
between the two towns and wished to 
see similar development happening 
in Ixopo.

Upon realising that engineers 
played a crucial role in the 
development of a town, she took 
it upon herself to venture into 
engineering with the hope of 
providing the same, if not better, 
development in her own home town, 
Ixopo.

With a smile she proudly 
explained how her interest in the 
industry started:  “Growing up I 
noticed a difference between the two 
places I used to stay in and asked my 
mother why there were differences.  
She explained to me that engineers are 
the brains behind all the construction.  

Since then I developed a fondness for 
construction and wished the same for 
my home town”. 

Nomfundo’s decision, on the 
other hand, was a very practical 
one:  “The country’s skills shortage 
and the minority of females in civil 
engineering sparked my curiosity 
and made me rise to the challenge 
and venture into engineering.”

Civil Engineering is a field that 
has not been tapped into because of 
the lack of qualified people in the 
industry.  The KZN Department 
of Transport saw an opportunity in 
assisting with skills development by 
providing S3 students with practical 
training that incorporates all spheres 
of engineering into one consolidated 
programme.  This practical in-service 
training programme takes place over 
a period of one year.

During the programme students 
are taken through a variety of 

tasks.  One of the areas of focus is 
surveying, and simulation work.  
Each week students are given tasks 
and assignments to complete, which 
are submitted to their supervisors 
for assessment.  This is to enable 
students to be on the same level of 
competence, as they come from 
different educational institutions.

Janet Blunt, Deputy Manager: 
Technology Transfer (T-Square) 
says:  “This programme is a 
programme of merit as it helps 
the Department and the industry 
to provide well-trained qualified 
technicians”.  She also added that 
this is not a full proof programme 
as there is always room for 
improvement but that it is a step in the 
right direction.  The Department’s 
role is to instil a work ethic into 
the students, self-discipline and 
activity management.”

The students shared a few words 

of inspiration and appreciation 
with the Igalelo team.  “We just 
want to thank the Department for 
this opportunity.  The expenses are 
absorbed by the Department but 
we are the ones who gain in skills 
and experience.  This is not an 
opportunity to be wasted,” one of 
them said.

DOT follows up on its commitment to Nkungumathe

Engineering students interact with DOT top management

Civil Engineering students praise in-service training programme

Community members of eNkandla are in awe of the commitmnet 
shown by the KZN Department of Transport during the recent sod-
turning event where a new road is expected to be built soon. 

Students who study Maths and Science will benefit from the 
Departments’ bursaries in the field of engineering.  These students 
had an opportunity to find out more on how to obtain the bursaries.  


